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Message from FECCA Chairperson, Ms Mary Patetsos
Welcome to the sixth issue of FECCA e-News for 2019. This month I had the honour
and privilege of being asked to speak as a key note at the International Conference
on Ageing in a Foreign Land. The Conference was hosted by the LOGOS Australian
Centre for Hellenic Language and Culture and held at Flinders University in Adelaide.
FECCA was a proud supporter of the Conference and commends its commitment to
multicultural perspectives on ageing. Our senior policy officer, Mary Ann Geronimo, was
also a speaker at the Conference. She presented her findings on social and economic
participation among older CALD adults.
I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that the FECCA 2019 Conference
is fast approaching! Submissions have now closed and our program is looking very
exciting. This week we announced that former Socceroo captain, Craig Foster, as one of
our guest speakers. Craig is an Amnesty International Ambassador and long-time friend
of FECCA. We look forward to learning from his experiences.
Follow the FECCA Facebook and Twitter pages for more Conference updates. The
submission portal for abstracts is now closed, but there is still time to secure early bird
tickets. Early bird registrations will close on Friday 12 July.
Together with the FECCA Board and Secretariat, I wish you an insightful reading of
the sixth FECCA e-news for 2019. We thoroughly enjoy your continued support and
hard work as we all work to ensure Australia remains a harmonious, inclusive and
prosperous multicultural society.

Mary Patetsos
Chairperson
Federation of Ethnic Communities’
Councils of Australia (FECCA)
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EVENTS ATTENDED BY FECCA STAFF

FECCA Chair, Mary Patetsos, was key note at the International Conference on Ageing in a
Foreign Land held in Adelaide. Mary spoke about the challenges faced by CALD seniors who
use Australian aged care services.
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Mary Ann Geronimo, FECCA
Senior Policy and Project
Officer, presented two papers
at the “5th International
Conference on Ageing in
Foreign Land” session on older
people’s participation. Session
Chair was Dr Susan A McDaniel
also the keynote speaker of the
conference. Other presenters
were Vicki Kanakaris,
Multicultural Learning
Development Coordinator of
the Multicultural Aged Care and
John Biswas, Sector Support
and Development OfficerMulticultural Access Project
of the Northern
Settlement Services.

FECCA Staff held community
consultations with local
community groups in
Shepparton, Victoria. They also
met with the President of the
Victorian Samoan Advisory
Council in Melbourne
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While in Shepparton, FECCA staff were hosted by the Ethnic Council of Shepparton & District.

On 18 June, FECCA Staff attended
the Settlement Council of Australia’s
Refugee Day event to raise
awareness of the experiences of
refugees around the world. ACT
Minister for Multicultural Affairs,
Chris Steel, was also at the event.
He spoke of the importance of
welcoming refugees to Canberra.
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On 20 – 21 June, FECCA Staff attended the 2019
Progress Conference held in Melbourne. Progress
2019 was the biggest social change conference of
the year and featured Secretary General of Amnesty
International, Kumi Naidoo, as key note.
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FECCA’s biennial conference will be held from 9 –
11 October 2019. Save the date and register your
interest in attending via the button below. FECCA 2019
will bring together an array of community leaders,
advocates, stakeholders and service providers along
with CALD Australians from across the country.
FECCA 2019 will include rich variety of panels,
workshops, speakers and debates to discuss the
experiences of women, older people, communities
living in rural and regional areas, people with
disability, and new and emerging communities.
The theme for 2019 is
Purpose. Leadership. Progress.
FECCA: 40 years and beyond
FECCA is also currently accepting scholarship
applications. Successful scholarship recipients will
receive complimentary registration to attend the
Conference. They will have access to all Conference
sessions (excluding the Conference Dinner), explore
issues of interest, discuss their emerging ideas
with experienced actors in the sector, network, and
establish connections for the future.
Applications close on 21 July.
Find more information about scholarships here.
FECCA Conference 2019
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In June 2019 FECCA made the following press releases:

FECCA welcomes abandonment of plans to make citizenship test stricter
The Federation of Ethnic Communities’ Councils of Australia (FECCA) today
welcomed the decision by the Coalition Government not to pursue plans to
make testing stricter for people seeking Australian citizenship. The Morrison
Government had previously planned to make testing tougher and include an
English test and questions on Australian values.

FECCA welcomes extension of SA Governor’s term
The Federation of Ethnic Communities’ Councils of Australia (FECCA) today
welcomed the South Australian Government announcement that the term of
Governor Hieu Van Le will be extended by two years. FECCA Chairperson Ms Mary
Patetsos said Hieu Van Le had dedicated his life to serving his community.

Click here to read all FECCA media releases.
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FECCA MEMBER UPDATES

The Multicultural Council of Tasmania celebrated 40 successful years of meaningful work in the multicultural
sector. The event also served as a pre-launch of the 2019 Federation of Ethnic Communities Councils of Australia
Conference. MCOT Board Chair Waqas Durrani and FECCA Senior Deputy Chairperson, Hina Durrani eloquently
expressed their gratitude on behalf of Australia’s many ethnic communities. Tasmania was presented as a model
beacon for multiculturalism and as a State we can be proud of the commitment and hard work of all our members,
volunteers and supporters.
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This is your chance to meet and hear from the Honourable
Stirling Hinchliffe MP, Minister for Local Government,
Minister for Racing and Minister for Multicultural Affairs,
about the Multicultural Queensland Charter and achieving
the Government’s vision of a harmonious, inclusive and
united Queensland.
This event will be held during Multicultural Queensland
Month, a time to acknowledge the enormous benefits
multiculturalism offers Queensland’s culture and prosperity.
ECCQ will also acknowledging and celebrating
30 years of delivering culturally inclusive community care
through our division, Diversicare.

Thursday, 22 August 2019
7:00am to 9:30am
Parliament House
(Parliamentary Annexe)
George Street
Brisbane QLD 4000
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES, EVENTS & SEMINARS

Our friends at The Street are excited to co-host the ACT #StoriesFromTheFuture workshops by Diversity Arts
Australia to imagine a future where cultural diversity is present at every level in the Arts. Are you a culturally diverse
creative or arts worker based in ACT or Canberra? The next intake for free workshops is now open! Submit your
interest now: http://diversityarts.org.au/project/stories-from-the-future/
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The annual FECAA National Conference will be held from 4 -5 October 2019 at the University of South Australia.
FECAA is the peak national body representing the Equatoria Community (commonly known as Equatorians) in
Australia. The Equatorians compose of 36 different ethics tribes, out of 64 tribes, in South Sudan. All these 36
tribes are from linguistically diverse backgrounds but see themselves as one under the Equatoria banner.
Register for tickets here.
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STAKEHOLDER UPDATES AND OPPORTUNITIES
2019 YOUTH SURVEY TOOLKIT
FOR ORGANISATIONS

The Mission Australia Youth Survey is turning 18 this
year and we want to hear from as many young people
across the country as we can about what it is like
growing up in Australia!
The Youth Survey is Australia’s largest annual survey
of young people in Australia. The online survey is
open to young people between the ages of 15 and 19,
and takes 15 minutes to complete.
The Youth Survey is a key evidence and policy
platform used by governments, NGOs, schools and
community organisations around the country.

Taking part will help us and other organisations
advocate for policies and programs that support
young people.
The Youth Survey is now open and will close on
the 31st of July 2019.
You can find out more about the Youth Survey
by accessing our Youth Survey ‘toolkit’
for organisations. You can also find more
promotional materials at our Youth Survey
website. Young people can take part in the
survey by clicking here.
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The ABC and First Languages Australia have called
for entries to the 2019 Indigenous Language Song
Competition, which enables schoolchildren across
the country to support and sustain the languages and
culture of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.
In this International Year of Indigenous Languages,
schools are invited to work with their local Indigenous
community in translating the song Marrin Gamu into
the first language of their area and record a video of
their students performing the song. Videos uploaded
to the ABC Education website are in the running for
prizes such as local language resource packs and
audio-visual recording equipment.

More than 2400 students from 80 schools across
Australia have entered the annual competition
since its launch in 2016, submitting videos in
52 Indigenous languages.
To celebrate the International Year of Indigenous
Languages, the ABC and First Languages Australia
have also partnered on This Place, a digital initative
that invites Indigenous Australians to create short
videos sharing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
stories, history and cultures.
The 2019 Indigenous Language Song Competition
is open until 30 August. For entry details and more
information: www.education.abc.net.au.
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VICTIM SUPPORT ACT

MULTICULTURAL PROGRAM

Victim Support ACT provides
a range of services to people
affected by a crime committed
in the ACT. We will work
with you to help you recover
and access your rights and
entitlements.

Victim Support ACT has a Cultural Liaison Officer to
assist people from migrant and refugee backgrounds. The
program seeks to ensure that:

Our services are free and
confidential. You do not need
to have reported the crime to
police to access our services.

• Clients are supported to report a crime to the police.
• Clients are supported to access recovery services such
as counselling, physical therapy and other supports to
help them recover from a crime.
• Clients are supported through the justice system before,
during and after court appearances.
• Providing information and arranging referrals of clients
to appropriate agencies.
• Assisting clients to complete applications for the
financial assistance scheme.

Community members can get in touch with our Cultural Liaison Officer on 02 6207 2374 or at
Zouheir.Dalati@act.gov.au
Our Cultural Liaison Officer is available at the Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre on Mondays 9am- 12pm.
Address: Harmony Room, Level 2, 180 London Circuit, Canberra City, 2601 ACT.
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Join ANROWS for a conversation about the results
from culturally and linguistically diverse respondents
to the 2017 National Community Attitudes towards
Violence against Women Survey (NCAS). Conducted
by ANROWS, the survey examined understandings of
violence against women, attitudes towards violence
against women, and attitudes to gender equality.

Among the 17,500 Australians surveyed, nearly 3000
reported being born in a country where English is not
the main language spoken. This webinar launches
the research report on community attitudes among
this sub-sample of respondents.
Find out more information here.
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN THE
MULTICULTURAL SECTOR

FECCA e-News aims to keep our readers updated on career opportunities in the multicultural sector. Please
contact janecke@fecca.org.au if you wish to advertise an employment opportunity in our monthly newsletter.

Settlement Services International has a range of job opportunities,
click here for more information.

The National Ethnic and Multicultural Broadcasters Council
would like to help facilitate better access for ethnic community
broadcasters to develop employment pathways to the ABC or
mainstream media. The long-term goal is to improve media
representation and diversity in Australian media. The NEMBC sees
this as a long-term project and believe that ethnic community
broadcasters need to be supported if they enter into a mainstream
media position. To find out more visit www.nembc.org.au.
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Publish in
FECCA’s e-News
FECCA’s monthly electronic newsletter is produced
to keep our members, constituents and interested
parties up-to-date with FECCA’s activities, to discuss
key issues and to disseminate information about
news, updates and events in the multicultural
sector. FECCA’s e-News reaches a large national
network of followers representing the many migrant
communities in Australia. You can have your
organisation’s news included in FECCA’s e-News and
reach a large and diverse community in Australia
as well as politicians, organisations in the field and
other stakeholders. Please contact Shahnoor Shah on
shahnoor@fecca.org.au for further details.

Advertise in
Australian Mosaic
FECCA publishes its national magazine, Australian
Mosaic, three times a year. Australian Mosaic is a plain
English magazine, which presents a wide range of
contemporary issues associated with multiculturalism,
social justice, community harmony, and cultural and faith
pluralism in Australia. Australian Mosaic is intended to
be of interest to a wide readership and publishes a range
of perspectives on selected themes. By advertising in
the Australian Mosaic your organisation or business will
reach a large and diverse migrant community in Australia
as well as stakeholders and organisations in the sector.
Contact Dr Janecke Wille on janecke@fecca.org.au to
discuss opportunities and pricing.

Stay informed about
FECCA’s news and activities
FECCA encourages you to sign up on our mailing
list to stay informed about FECCA’s work as well
as other events, developments and activities in
the sector. Contact Dr Janecke Wille on
janecke@fecca.org.au or find the link at our
website to be added to FECCA’s mailing list.
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