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Welcome to the October edition 
of FECCA’s e-News. It is with great 
honour that I write this introduction 
as the newly elected Chairperson 
of FECCA. It is with great pride 
that I take over the role as the 
Chairperson and I look forward to 
representing FECCA and Australia’s 
culturally and linguistically diverse 
population in matters relating 
to equality and fairness over the 
coming two years. I thank Joe Caputo 
OAM JP for his generous work in this 
role over the last four years.

I am pleased to write this introduction after the 
resounding success of the 2017 FECCA Conference: 
Celebrate. Reflect. Advance. Our Multicultural Australia 
this October. We were excited to welcome a range of 
stakeholders, organisations, civil society, politicians, 
and media to the multicultural city of Darwin. The 
conference was a wonderful opportunity to expand 
networks and deepen relationships as we continue 
our advocacy into the future. 

There were several issues that emerged throughout 
the conference as essential to our continuous 
lobbying for a fair and strong multicultural Australia. 
One of these was the importance of including 
Australia’s First Peoples  in our discussions on 
multiculturalism. Australia is a country made up of 
people from all over the world but without including 
the First Australians when talking about the future 
of a multicultural Australia we are failing to be truly 

http://fecca.org.au/


inclusive. As we were kindly reminded by Ms Djapirri 
Mununggirritj from Reconciliation Australia, Australia 
was a diverse place long before the arrival of the 
British. There is a long tradition of working together 
with people from other nationalities in Australia and 
by learning from the past we can create an even 
more successful multicultural nation for the future. 
By working together and including all Australians, we 
can create a future where multiculturalism means new 
arrivals, established communities and Australia’s First 
Peoples: ‘Lets hold hands in unity and walk this journey 
together—as Australians, as a nation, as one people’ 
(Djapirri Mununggirritj).   

FECCA has also been busy with other work apart 
from the conference. In September FECCA applauded 
the Nick Xenophon Team for its decision to use 
its crucial three votes in the Senate to reject the 
Government’s proposed Citizenship Legislation 
Amendment (Strengthening the Requirements for 
Australian Citizenship and Other Measures) Bill 2017. 
This decision meant that the Turnbull government 
had to either scrap the suggested changes or make 
substantial changes. Later in September, the Senate 
gave Dutton four sitting days to put his controversial 
citizenship up for debate or it would be struck from the 
notice paper. This meant that FECCA eagerly awaited 
a final outcome on the proposed citizenship changes 
on October 18. There was much rejoicing when the 
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bill was removed from the Senate debate list. This 
represented a victory for multicultural Australia and 
for all those who tirelessly opposed the amendments.  

Last month FECCA expressed its support for marriage 
equality. We urged all Australians, of all backgrounds, 
to choose ‘yes’ in the marriage equality survey. 
Our support for marriage equality is in line with 
FECCA’s continuing advocacy for equality and non-
discrimination across Australia’s CALD society. 

FECCA works endlessly to ensure Australia’s 
multicultural society and traditions and the equality of 
Australians regardless of their background. 

FECCA continues to encourage all of Australia’s CALD 
communities to make their voices heard by writing 
submissions on matters of concern. FECCA is more 
than happy to offer support or advice in the process. 
Please contact FECCA if you require assistance. 

I wish you the best for the coming month and assure 
you that at FECCA we will continue to advocate on 
behalf of Australia’s diverse communities. 

 

Mary Patetsos 
Chairperson

Federation of Ethnic Communities’  
Councils of Australia (FECCA) 
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FECCA NEWS 
FECCA Conference 2017 

The FECCA 2017 Conference was an enormous success 
with positive feedback from everyone attending. With 
well over 400 delegates and close to 70 presentations 
covering a broad range of topics including ageing, 
business, digital inclusion, language and local government, 
as well as racism, refugee settlement and social cohesion, 
it was bound to be a busy conference. Three days to 
discuss an important topic such as multiculturalism—
past, present and future—was never going to provide us 
with all the answers on how to develop our multicultural 
nation. We hope however, that having started discussions, 
people have been inspired to continue the important 
work in their home states and territories. 

The FECCA conference was a wonderful opportunity 
to expand professional and community networks and 
deepen our relationships as we continue our advocacy 
into the future. FECCA will continue our advocacy for 
all Australians from CALD backgrounds, but we will also 
remember and emphasise that for Australia to become 
a successful, cohesive and inclusive multicultural nation, 
we must ensure that the First Peoples of this country are 
central to the national debate. 

The conference kicked off on Sunday 8 October with 
an exciting program for Youth Day where the under 
25s discussed issues that matter to them. The day 
was opened by Patrick Abboud from SBS Feed who 
set the tone for an interactive and positive day. Writer, 
performing artist and movement director Jenevieve 
Chang addressed the audience on how Your Story 
Matters while others spoke eloquently on themes 
concerning the multicultural youth of Australia today 
including issues such as leadership, media, innovation 
and creativity, participation and representation. 

A welcome reception was hosted by the Northern 
Territory Government at the Parliament House in  
Darwin on Sunday night. 

Excited youth delegates getting ready for a day of debating 
and discussing. 

Patrick Abboud, SBS Feed, engaging the audience

Welcome to Country by Ali Mills, Larrakia Elder
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FECCA NEWS 
The conference continued on Monday 9 October with 
speeches from Senator the Hon Zed Seselja, Assistant 
Minister for Social Services and Multicultural Affairs, 
the Hon Tony Burke, Shadow Minister for Citizenship 
and Multicultural Australia, Dr Tim Soutphommasane, 
Race Discrimination Commissioner, and Kate Carnell 
AO, Australian Small Business and Family Enterprise 
Ombudsman. 

On the Tuesday 10 October, after a wonderful dinner 
at SkyCity Darwin, we heard speeches from Senator 
Richard Di Natale, Leader of the Australian Greens and 
Djapirri Mununggirritj from Reconciliation Australia. 

The two days were busy with parallel dicussions across 
a wide range of topics and with a variety of presenters. 
All contributing to the wider debate of what is needed 
for a successful multicultural Australia.

Delegates were able to view and discuss poster 
presentations during conference breaks as well as 
attend a DonateLife Q&A panel or organ and tissue 
donation in migrant communities. FECCA’s newest 
issue of our flagship magazine, the Australian Mosaic, 
was also launched at the conference with the sole 
focus on organ and tissue donation discussions 
among CALD communties.   

Click here for more images from the conference. 

The Hon Tony Burke, Shadow Minster for Citizenship and 
Multicultural Australia addresing the audience. 

Story telling Q&A Panel including Tanya Orman, Channel 
manager NITV, Jenevieve Chang, Writer and Performing 
Artist, Dr Mary Asic-Kobe, Director Social Services ACCESS, 
and Dr Alison Baker, Senior Lecturer Victoria University. 

Ms Djapirri Mununggirritj from Reconciliation Australia 
addressing the audience. 

The new issue of Australian Mosaic was welcomed.
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FECCA NEWS 

Submission into Regional Development and 
Decentralisation where FECCA noted that a 
refinement of a policy platform for promoting growth 
in rural and regional Australia should recognise and 
tap into the cultural diversity of regions, and explore 
the opportunities generated by the talents and 
skills offered by people from migrant and refugee 
backgrounds.

Click here to see the full submission. 

Submission into the Visa Simplification process 
where FECCA recommended that a new visa system 
must be fair, accessible and easy to understand and 
that changes should not apply retrospectively. It is 
crucial that migrants in the existing visa system are 
not adversely affected by changes. 

Click here to see the full submission. 

Submission into the Financial Systems Inquiry 2017 
emphasising it is critical that financial systems are 
designed and maintained in a way that works for 
the public in its entirety—including the significant 
proportion of Australia’s population from CALD 
backgrounds. 

Click here to read the full submission

Submission into the Digital Delivery of Government 
Services Submission where FECCA expressed its 
concern with a move towards digital delivery of 
government services because such changes will have 
an impact on how CALD communities engage with 
government departments and agencies. Multicultural 
access and equity embodies the notion that all 
Australians can access government programs and 
services, regardless of their cultural or linguistic 
background. 

Click here to read the full submission. 

FECCA Submissions 
FECCA has made several submissions recently, including:  

Submission to the Justice Project looking at how CALD 
Australians can experience multiple stress points in any 
interaction with the justice system. A lack of appropriate 
support, information or access to the justice system can 
result in catastrophic outcomes for individuals and their 
families. 

Click here to read the full submission. 

Joint Submission with Settlement Council of Australia 
(SCOA) regarding the Migration Amendment where 
FECCA and SCOA expressed serious concerns about 
the prohibition of use, or possession, of mobile phones 
by non-criminal detainees, including asylum seekers 
who have arrived by boat, and who are in immigration 
detention centres. FECCA and SCOA are concerned 
about the treatment of all non-criminal detainees, 
including children, in immigration detention being 
subject to rules designed to control a prison population.

Click here to see the full submission.  

Submission into the Delivery of National Outcome 4 of 
the National Plan to Reduce Violnce Against Women and 
Their Children where FECCA argued for improvement 
in the 1800RESPECT as the National Sexual Assault 
Domestic Family Violence Counselling Service. While 
1800RESPECT is a valuable and comprehensive 
service that has made an effort to understand and 
accommodate the specific needs of women from CALD 
communities, FECCA argues that there is room for 
further improvement.

Click here to read the full submission. 

Submission regarding Modern Slavery in Supply Chains 
Reporting Requirements where FECCA argues that 
legislation should establish an office of the Australian 
Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner which is similar 
in design to that of the United Kingdom, ‘to encourage 
best practice in the fight against slavery and provide 
independent assessments on the effectiveness (or not) 
of actions taken by the Government and other actors to 
fight slavery’. 

Click here to read the full submission.  
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Events attended by FECCA staff

FECCA NEWS 

September was Dementia Awareness Month and 
FECCA attended the Parliamentary Friends of Dementia 
hosted by Alzheimer’s Australia at the Parliament House 
in Canberra. Professor Sabat, a neuropsychologist, 
delivered an exciting lecture: ‘Forget Memory 
Loss—What about the Person?’ He called on health 
professionals including carers, family members and the 
entire community to avoid the phrase ‘memory loss’ 
when making reference to people living with dementia 
for the main reason that people with this diagnosis have 
the ability to make new memories and learn new things. 
FECCA Director, Dr Emma Campbell, and Policy and 
Project Officer, Esther Kuria, attended this event. 

On 21 September FECCA attended the celebrations 
of the 40th Anniversary of NAATI at the Old 
Parliament House. Former FECCA Chairperson, Joe 
Caputo OAM and Senior Policy and Project Officer, 
Dr Alia Imtoual, attended the event where Assistant 
Minister for Social Services and Multicultural Affairs 
Senator the Hon Zed Seselja addressed the guests 
and announced major funding for a training program 
for interpreters in new and emerging community 
languages that will be rolled out nationally. 
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STAKEHOLDER UPDATES 
AND OPPORTUNITIES

Racism. It stops with me new television campaign

A new television campaign has been launched by 
Racism. It stops with me. The clips that make up the 
campaign highlight casual racism and are as much about 
impact as they are about intention. Two community 
service announcements feature on free to air channels 
between 5 October and 5 December. They will also be 
available on the RISWM website. Click here to see the 
clips. Watch the video!  Share it!

International Metropolis Conference, Sydney, 29 October – 2 November 2018

2018. The abstract submission portal will open 
on January 2018. For more information and to 
express an interest in participating as a delegate 
or a sponsor, click here. 

The International Metropolis Conference, hosted 
by Settlement Services International, will be 
held at the International Convention Centre in 
Sydney, Australia from 29 October – 2 November 

Seven new SBS language services announced

assess its role and audience. He noted how it is 
fundamental for the SBS for make sure it remains 
relevant to multicultural Australia as it changes.

To learn more, click here. 

SBS Radio has announced that seven new languages will 
receive their very own SBS language service, while others 
will be discontinued following a review into SBS’s Radio 
services in order to meet the needs of multicultural 
Australia and to better reflect the country’s increasingly 
diverse society. The revised services will include; Telugu, 
Karen, Tibetan, Hakha Chin, Rohingya, Mongolian and 
Kirundi (Rundi). Former FECCA Chairperson, Joe Caputo 
told SBS it is important the broadcaster continually 

FECCAe-NEWS 7Issue 9 2017

https://itstopswithme.humanrights.gov.au/?mc_cid=dec40cc56d&mc_eid=e408f2ecb4
http://metropolis2018.org.au/
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2017/09/22/rohingya-tibetan-and-telugu-coming-sbs-radio


STAKEHOLDER UPDATES 
AND OPPORTUNITIES

Australian Multicultural Marketing Awards

The Australian Multicultural Marketing Awards 
(AMMAs) are back in 2017 held by Multicultural 
NSW and the NSW Minister for Multiculturalism, 
the Hon Ray Williams. The Awards will be held 
at the Sydney Opera House in 28 November, 
2017. Click here for more information and to 

nominate a suitable campaign in any of the categories 
found on the website.  

30th Human Rights Awards

Tickets are now on sale for the 30th Human Rights 
Awards to be held in Sydney on Friday, 8 December 
2017. What better way to acknowledge the individuals 
and organisations that are dedicated to human 
rights and celebrate their achievements. Each 
year, more than 500 people from the community 
sector, government and business come together to 
recognise the impact of human rights in Australia. 
Emeritus Professor Rosalind Croucher, President of 
the Australian Human Rights Commission, will deliver 

the keynote address. Attorney-General, Senator the Hon 
George Brandis QC will be attending.

Click here for more information and to purchase tickets.
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STAKEHOLDER UPDATES 
AND OPPORTUNITIES

The Connective Collective welcome pack

which can serve as a local directory and a Connected 
Collective sticker for small businesses to advertise the 
service. Click here for more information. 

Newly-arrived migrants will have additional support 
as they settle in to their new communities, thanks to a 
small business-led initiative unveiled by Small Business 
Minister Michael McCormack. “The Connective Collective 
welcome pack is a fantastic initiative of small businesses 
in the Liverpool and South West Sydney region, and I 
am delighted to help launch it today,” Mr McCormack 
said. Partnering with White Pages, Sensis and Settlement 
Services International, the welcome pack includes a 
flash-card game in Arabic and English, a welcome book 

Organ and tissue donation in the Arabic speaking community

video recently won the web category section during the 
Multicultural Health Communication Service. To see the 
full video, click here. 

 

South Western Sydney Local Health District has 
produced a video to support the Arabic speaking 
community in having an important conversation 
about organ and tissue donation. The video has been 
promoted in a previous FECCA e-News but we would 
like to promote it again as it is an important discussion 
to have on a sensitive but essential issue. Also, the 

Multicultural Communities Council Gold Coast

currently looking for participants who would like to 
receive a social phone call once a week. 

Click here for more information. 

Multicultural Communities Council Gold Coast 
(MCCGC) in partnership with Red Cross is launching 
a new free service called ‘I Speak Your Language’. 
Volunteers who speak languages other than English 
will give a friendly phone call to people who are feeling 
lonely or may be isolated across Queensland and 
would like to speak in their own language. They are 

Here She Is!
The Victorian Women’s Trust Fund is operating a 
successful directory of women—Here She Is! The 
directory is a valuable public resource that helps 
people and organisations connect with capable 
and successful women. Since its launch in 2013 it 
has profiled hundreds of diverse women and has 

enjoyed strong usage and enthusiastic support. For 
more information and to have your profile on the 
directory, click here. 
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